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2 A list of approved disinfectants is avail-
able upon request to the Scientific Services,
Meat and Poultry Inspection, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250.

§ 308.5 Equipment and utensils to be
easily cleaned; those for inedible
products to be so marked; PCB-con-
taining equipment.

(a) Equipment and utensils used for
preparing or otherwise handling any
edible product or ingredient thereof in
any official establishment shall be of
such material and construction as will
facilitate their thorough cleaning and
insure cleanliness in the preparation
and handling of all edible products and
otherwise avoid adulteration and mis-
branding of such products. In addition
to these requirements, equipment and
utensils shall not in anyway interfere
with or impede inspection procedures.
Recepticals used for handling inedible
material shall be of such material and
construction that their use will not re-
sult in adulteration of any edible prod-
uct or in insanitary conditions at the
establishment, and they shall bear con-
spicuous and distinctive markings to
identify them as only for such use and
shall not be used for handling any edi-
ble product.

(b) New or replacement equipment or
machinery (including any replacement
parts) brought on to the premises of
any official establishment shall not
contain liquid polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs) in concentrations
above 50 parts per million by weight of
the liquid medium. This provision ap-
plies to both food processing and
nonfood processing equipment and ma-
chinery, and any replacement parts for
such equipment and machinery. To-
tally enclosed capacitors containing
less than 3 pounds of PCBs are exempt-
ed from this prohibition.

[40 FR 25439, June 16, 1975, as amended at 40
FR 60053, Dec. 31, 1975; 45 FR 68918, Oct. 17,
1980; 62 FR 45024, Aug. 25, 1997]

§ 308.6 Scabbards for knives.

Scabbards and similar devices for the
temporary retention of knives, steels,
triers, etc., by workers and others at
official establishments shall be con-
structed for rust-resisting metal or
other impervious material, shall be of
a type that may be readily cleaned, and
shall be kept clean.

§ 308.7 Rooms, compartments, etc., to
be cleaned and sanitary.

Rooms, compartments, places, equip-
ment, and utensils used for preparing,
storing, or otherwise handling any
product, and all other parts of the es-
tablishment, shall be kept clean and in
sanitary condition. There shall be no
handling or storing of materials which
create an objectionable condition in
rooms, compartments, or places where
any product is prepared, stored, or oth-
erwise handled.

§ 308.8 Operations, procedures, rooms,
clothing, utensils, etc., to be clean
and sanitary.

(a) Operations and procedures involv-
ing the preparation, storing, or han-
dling of any product shall be strictly in
accord with clean and sanitary meth-
ods.

(b) Rooms and compartments in
which inspections are made and those
in which livestock are slaughtered or
any product is prepared shall be kept
sufficiently free of steam and vapors to
enable Program employees to make in-
spections and to insure clean oper-
ations. The walls, ceilings, and over-
head structure of rooms and compart-
ments in which product is prepared,
handled, or stored shall be kept reason-
ably free from moisture to prevent
dripping and contamination of product.

(c) Butchers and others who dress or
handle diseased carcasses or parts
shall, before handling or dressing other
cacasses or parts, cleanse their hands
with liquid soap and hot water, and
rinse them in clean water. Implements
used in dressing diseased carcasses
shall be thoroughly cleansed with hot
water having a minimum temperature
of 180 °F. or in a disinfectant2 approved
by the Administrator, followed by rins-
ing in clean water. The employees of
the establishment who handle any
product shall keep their hands clean,
and in all cases after visiting the toilet
rooms or urinals shall wash their hands
before handling any product or imple-
ments used in preparation of product.
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(d) Aprons, frocks, and other outer
clothing worn by persons who handle
any product shall be made of material
that is readily cleansed. Clean gar-
ments shall be worn at the start of
each working day and the garments
shall be changed during the day when
required by the inspector in charge.

(e) Such practices as spitting on
whetstones; spitting on the floor; plac-
ing skewers, tags, or knives in the
mouth; inflating lungs or casings with
air from the mouth; or testing with air
from the mouth such receptacles as
tierces, kegs or casks, containing or in-
tended as containers of any product,
are prohibited. Only mechanical means
may be used for such testing. Care
shall be taken to prevent the contami-
nation of product with perspiration,
hair, cosmetics, medications, and simi-
lar substances.

(f) Equipment or substances which
generate gases or odors shall not be
used in official establishments except
as permitted by the regulations in this
part or by the circuit supervisor in spe-
cific cases in which he determines that
such use will not result in adulteration
of any product.

§ 308.9 Protective handling of prod-
ucts.

Products will be protected from con-
tamination from any source such as
dust, dirt, or insects during storage,
loading, or unloading at and transpor-
tation from official establishments.

§ 308.10 Slack barrels and similar con-
tainers and means of conveyance
used for product; paper in contact
with product.

(a) When necessary to avoid contami-
nation of product with wood splinters
or similar contaminants, slack barrels
and similar containers and the cargo
space of trucks, railroad cars, or other
means of conveyance shall be lined
with suitable material of good quality
before packing.

(b) Slack barrels and similar con-
tainers and trucks, railroad cars, and
other means of conveyance in which
any product is transported shall be
kept in a clean and sanitary condition.

(c) Paper used for covering or lining
slack barrels and similar containers
and the cargo space of trucks, railroad

cars, or other means of conveyance
shall be of a kind which does not tear
during use but remains intact when
moistened by the product and does not
disintegrate.

§ 308.11 Burlap wrapping for meat.

Since burlap used without any other
material as a wrapping for meat depos-
its lint on the meat and does not suffi-
ciently protect it from outside con-
tamination, the use of burlap as a
wrapping for meat will not be per-
mitted unless the meat is first wrapped
with a good grade of paper or cloth of
a kind which will prevent contamina-
tion with lint or other foreign matter.

§ 308.12 Second-hand tubs, barrels,
and other containers.

Second-hand tubs, barrels, and boxes
intended for use as containers of any
product shall be inspected when re-
ceived at the official establishment and
before they are cleaned. Those showing
evidence of misuse rendering them
unfit to serve as containers for food
products shall be rejected. The use of
those showing no evidence of previous
misuse may be allowed after they have
been thoroughly and properly cleaned.
Steaming, after thorough scrubbing
and rinsing, is essential to cleaning
tubs and barrels.

[35 FR 15561, Oct. 3, 1970, as amended at 38 FR
29214, Oct. 23, 1973; 41 FR 23700, June 11, 1976]

§ 308.13 Inedible operating and stor-
age rooms; outer premises, docks,
driveways, approaches, pens, alleys,
etc., flybreeding material; other
conditions.

All operating and storage rooms and
departments of official establishments
used for inedible materials shall be
maintained in acceptably clean condi-
tion. The outer premises of every offi-
cial establishment, including docks
and areas where cars and vehicles are
loaded, and the driveways, approaches,
yards, pens, and alleys shall be prop-
erly paved and drained and kept in
clean and orderly condition. All catch
basins on the premises shall be of such
construction and location and shall be
given such attention as will insure
their being kept in acceptable condi-
tion as regards odors and cleanliness.
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